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Travis Scott’s Astroworld Festival
turns deadly 32 minutes into set

USD students weigh in on the tragedy that left eight dead and hundreds injured
TAYLOR DEGUZMAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
It took eight fatalities and
several concert-goers in critical
condition – officials naming the
event a “mass casualty event” –
for the world to recognize that
violent moshing and raging,
especially encouraging such
behavior, should not be the norm.
The lyrics in Travis Scott’s
2018 song, “STARGAZING”, set
an eerie precedent for the Nov.
5 concert: “...it ain’t a mosh
pit if (there) ain’t no injuries.”
No matter where one turns, no
matter where one scrolls on social
media, it is hard to escape the
horrific cries for help, the graphic
footage of concert-goers being
trampled and resuscitated, and
the traumatic retellings of all that
took place at rapper Travis Scott’s
Astroworld Festival at NRG Park.
After what occurred during
Friday night’s concert in Scott’s
hometown,
Houston,
Texas,
the second day of the festival
was
immediately
canceled.
The eight victims who

Travis Scott made the decision to cover the costs of all funeral expenses for the families of those affected at his festival.
Photo courtesy of @ajplus/twitter

were left vulnerable to the
uncontainable crowd surge were
publicly identified on Monday
by Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo. The victims’ ages
ranged from 14 to 27 years old.
The youngest of the victims
was John Hilgert, 14, a ninthgrade student from Houston.
An
NBC
news
article
described how the crowd surge,
specifically when the crowd began

rushing to the stage altogether,
left many in critical condition.
Houston Fire Chief Samuel
Peña, during a press conference,
explained that the crowd surge
“...caused some panic, and it
started causing some injuries.
People began to fall out, become
unconscious, and it created
additional panic.” Concert-goers
became suffocated and trampled,
hospitalizing even a 9 year old

boy, who is now in a coma.
In a tweet on Sunday, the
Houston
Police
Department
(HPD) wrote that the investigation
regarding the tragedy is active and
“in its early stages.” While awaiting
answers for what officially caused
the mass casualty event, many
question the timeline of the
concert and any warning signs
that showed how the situation
could have been mitigated.

USD School of Law celebrates
50th anniversary of legal clinics
The school’s milestone invites celebration and reflection

COLIN MULLANEY
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
For 50 years, the USD School
of Law has provided free legal
services to low-income portions
of the population as a means
of educating upper-division,
graduate-level law students.
Through its involvement in
experience-based legal clinics,
the School of Law has engaged
in countless efforts to better the
community, as well as provided
students quality legal education in
a realistic and professional setting.
In the past few years alone,
legal clinics at USD were

responsible for helping high
school students maintain Deferred
Action of Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) benefits, helping a client
recover $20,000 from the State
Controller’s office, and helping
a client to become a U.S. citizen,
among many other achievements.
On Friday Nov. 5, the USD
School of Law hosted a reception
to celebrate the legal clinics’ 50th
anniversary and all the positive
changes they have brought about,
both in the realm of education and
in real-world affairs. The reception
was intended to emphasize the
success of USD’s legal clinics
over the years and the formative
role they play in shaping the

Don’t miss the latest news.
Find us online:
@USDVista

@theusdvista uofsdmedia.com

The Timeline of
the Tragedy
Houston Police Department
Chief Troy Finner met with
Scott and his head of security
on Friday, ahead of the event,
because of the concerns he had
for public safety. A statement
from Chief Finner explained
the details of the meeting.
“I met with Travis Scott and
his head of security for a few
moments last Friday prior to
the main event. I expressed my
concerns regarding public safety
and that in my 31 years of law
enforcement experience I have
never seen a time with more
challenges facing citizens of all
ages to include a global pandemic
and social tension throughout
the
nation,”
Finner
said.
The
Houston
Chronicle
broke down the timeline of
events that occurred, focusing
on the slim window from when
first responders became aware
of the incident and reported
it, and when Scott’s set ended.
The article noted that police
and firefighters declared a “mass
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USD first implemented its legal clinics program in 1971.
Jaden Hauptman/The USD Vista

education of USD’s law students.
When USD first implemented
its legal clinics program in 1971,
it was one of the first of its kind,
combining both the need to
educate and the need to address
pressing social issues. Since then,
many other schools emulated the

program in their own curriculum,
and the American Bar Association
mandated that law schools across
the country require experiential
education, like USD’s legal clinics,
as a component of the J.D. degree.
In a letter to law school
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Normalizing the crime rate

USD crime rates remain similar to pre-pandemic levels
OLIVIA SYNEK
OPINION EDITOR
Since the beginning of the
fall semester, students received
a total of five emails from Public
Safety regarding some type of
crime that occured on campus.
These five emails caused a wave of
concern for some students, as the
crime rate seemed to be growing.
In September, The USD Vista
published an article by Assistant
News Editor, Colin Mullaney,
about how the crime rate was
increasing on and off campus.
“This back-to-back sequence
of events has some worried that
the emergent pattern could
stick, and the implications
could be far more reaching
than the campus community
alone,”
Mullaney
wrote.
James Miyashiro, Assistant
Vice President of Public Safety,
wants students to understand
that there is no evidence that
the crime rates on campus have
increased compared to past years.
“We had a few incidents
this semester but it is not above
normal,” Miyashiro said. “When

we have this amount of students
on campus, it [the crime rate] is
not at a higher level then what
we see in a typical semester.”
It is expected that crime,
especially theft and burglary,
would increase during the 20212022 school year, considering
hundreds more students live on
campus this year. During the
pandemic, there were significantly
less on-campus residents and
minimal people coming to USD,
meaning there was less of a risk for
stolen items and cars to break into.
On USD Public Safety’s
website, students can find the
Jeanne Clery “Annual Security and
Fire Safety Report 2021” which
documents every crime committed
in a given year, and compares the
rates with the prior two years.
So far this year, students
received two emails about
motor vehicle theft on campus.
On Sept. 10, a yellow Acura
Integra was stolen from the San
Buenaventura parking lot and on
Oct. 8, a red Toyota Camry was
stolen from the Borrego North
parking lot. According to the
report, there were zero instances
of motor vehicle theft in 2020,

and eight cases in 2019. If the
pandemic year is disregarded,
it is evident there is not yet an
increase of this type of theft,
but it is important to note that
there are still seven months left
until the end of this school year.
Every school has to have

The rate of theft and burglary
on campus may not be increasing,
but it is more of a problem at USD
than these other universities.
Miyashiro, however, does not
attribute the crimes to students.
“The
crimes
which
have occurred are coming

“The crimes which have occurred are
coming from outside our university
community.”
- James Miyashiro
a Jeanne Clery report, and
although USD’s crime rate is not
increasing, it still seems to be
higher than other schools similar
to USD. Specifically looking
at motor vehicle theft, Loyola
Marymount University (LMU)
in Los Angeles only experienced
one case in 2019, and the
University of Santa Clara had two.
As of Monday, Nov. 1, two
more vehicle burglaries were
reported on campus. USD not
only has a significantly higher
rate of burglary this semester
than University of Santa Clara
and LMU, but every semester
since 2018 (as per their reports).

from outside our university
community,” Miyashio expressed.
USD
junior,
Caroline
Daly,
weighed
in
about
feeling
safe
on
campus.
“All I really hear about is the
occasional car break in. I have
not gotten any more emails about
crime. However, when I asked my
roommates, they felt differently.
I feel so safe every day at school
when I am on campus,” Daly stated.
Like Daly suggests, students
are divided when it comes to
feeling safe on campus vs. feeling
unsafe. Public Safety suggested
that students lock their vehicles,
park in busy areas, and report

any suspicious activity on campus
to help ensure students safety.
USD
sophomore
Jonas
Bimshas shared his student
perspective of crime here at USD.
“Is there a crime increase?
Probably, but that’s what’s going
to happen when you put everyone
back on campus for the first time
in one and a half years,” Bimshas
noted. “I don’t think that says
anything bad about the school
or how we are handling it.”
For
the
students
who
believe there are more crimes
on campus than normal, there
is no evidence to support that
conclusion. For students who
feel a sense of safety on campus,
public
safety
recommends
everyone to always be cautious
and report any suspicious activity.
Motor vehicle theft and
burglary are the two most
common types of crime Public
Safety has seen this semester.
Though these crimes are more
prominent at USD than at similar
universities in California, crime
at USD is still at a relatively
normal rate, not exceeding
numbers that were previously
created prior to the pandemic.

San Diego has had ENUF
Ghost gun ban is officially in effect

SPENCER BISPHAM
CONTRIBUTOR
San Diego’s new law, the
Eliminate
Non-serialized
Untraceable Firearms (ENUF)
ordinance, is now in effect.
This law prohibits the purchase
or possession of “ghost guns’’
within city limits. Ghost guns are
described as guns that cannot
be traced and can be built at
home from parts without serial
numbers. These guns make up one
in four firearms seized by police,
according to NBC news. With the
ordinance now standing, people
who assemble these weapons need
to file for a serial number with
the Department of Justice within
10 days of purchase to eliminate
the gun’s untraceable status.
According to The Trace,
the first ghost gun successfully
made was a 3D-printed, fullyfunctioning
pistol
designed
by a man named Cody Wilson
back in 2013. Since then,
accessibility to ghost guns has
grown
immensely:
firearm
assembly kits and 3D-blueprints
are now available for purchase
on commercial websites and in
stores. This ban comes after a
steady increase in ghost guns
being involved in criminal
activity; the San Diego mayor’s
office reported a 169 percent
increase in the number of ghost
guns seized over the past year.
For USD sophomore, Jessica
Fernandez, a complete ban

on ghost guns makes sense.
“I just think they’re [ghost
guns] a loophole around gun
regulation,” Fernandez said. “It’s
there for a reason and it’s already
really easy to get a gun in America
so I don’t know why you’d try
to get around that. You’re just
putting everyone else’s safety
and wellbeing at risk, especially
since these guns are accessible to
those with ‘evil’ in their hearts.”
City Councilwoman, Marni
von Wilpert, introduced the ban
several months ago after a ghost
gun was used to kill Justice
Bolden, 28, and wound four others
in the Gaslamp Quarter last April.
Wilpert said that the regulation of
ghost guns is an important step in
the process of lowering rising gun
violence throughout San Diego.
Another sophomore at USD,
Sofia Hart, agreed with von
Wilpert that more regulation of
firearms here in the city is needed.
“I think it’s absolutely
necessary that there’s gun
control,” Hart said. “You can still
have your gun, it’s just going to
ensure that people who shouldn’t
have their hands on guns don’t get
them. They need to be regulated
because some people, many
people, die and it’s not safe.”
According
to
the
Pew
Research Center, about 53
percent of Americans are in
favor of stricter gun regulation,
such as background checks
and safety training. Neither are
currently required to purchase
a ghost gun or file for a serial

Ghost guns are unregistered guns that can be made at home.
Photo courtesy of Roman Poberezhnnik/Unsplash

number, even under the ENUF
law’s restrictions. Even so, some
San Diegans consider the new
ordinance to be a violation of
their second amendment rights.

The two closest gun stores
to USD’s campus, Discount Gun
Mart and The Gun Range San
Diego, both declined to comment
on the ENUF ordinance. Instead,

they referred to the organization
San Diego County Gun Owners
for clarification of their stance on
the new law. The organization was
also unavailable for comment,
but their website provided
resources that explained the
frustration of local gun owners.
Raymond DiGuiseppe, an
attorney representing individual
gun owners in San Diego, criticized
the ENUF ordinance as reported
by Courthouse News Service.
“The reality is it attacks a host
of constitutionally recognized
conduct the state recognizes,”
DiGuiseppe
said.
“People
can still do that everywhere
except the city of San Diego.
They can manufacture guns
with un-serialized parts and
apply for a serial number with
the state. Nobody is asking to
have ghost guns — people are
asking for serialized numbers,
and they will be traceable.”
John Dillon, an attorney
representing the San Diego
County Gun Owners PAC,
also stated that the new law is
contradictory in the same article.
“The city may have good
intentions in what it’s trying to
prevent,” Dillon said. “It actually
prevents lawful conduct with
the state regulatory scheme.”
As of now, the ENUF
ordinance is in full effect, with
violators facing fines and/or
jail time. San Diego County will
continue to monitor gun violence
statistics to see whether or not
it is truly making a difference.
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“I wasn’t shocked”: violent moshing
and rage culture leads to mass casualty
Travis Scott under fire for encouraging violent mosh culture

Astroworld from Page 1

casualty” event at 9:38 p.m., 32
minutes into Scott’s set, when
crowd surges reportedly began.
What’s most notable is that The
Chronicle reported that police
stated the event’s promoter, Live
Nation, agreed to cut the show
short at 9:38 p.m.; however, Scott
continued to perform ending
around 10:15 p.m. – nearly 40
minutes after the event was
declared a mass casualty event.
There are several videos
showing concert-goers yelling for
help, urging cameramen and staff
to stop the show. Many criticize
Scott and his team for not stopping
the show sooner, however HPD
Chief Finner “...defended letting
the show play out, saying that an
abrupt halt could have caused
a riot” noting that the festival
was not undermanned – there
were 528 police officers and Live
Nation employed 755 private
security personnel according
to the Wall Street Journal –
to handle a crowd of 50,000
under normal circumstances.
Though it is reported that
there were 50,000 in attendance,
a Variety eyewitness and Channel
ABC13 said that a stampede of
hundreds of people burst through
gates at NRG Park right at 2 p.m.
before the concert on Friday
to bypass the checkpoint, in
order to gain entry to the event
without tickets. Here, people were

trampled and even detained – the
chaos was seen as precedence
to what would ensue later.
USD
students
reacted
to the Astroworld Festival
tragedy and spoke on behalf
of past experiences with jampacked festivals and concerts.
Natalie
Wright,
USD
sophomore, considers herself an
avid concert-goer – attending four

could see this happening again.”
Compared to indie and pop
artists, crowds aren’t as rowdy
or out of hand as the kinds of
crowds that attend rap and hiphop artists’ concerts or sets.
Wright shared her experience
seeing other big, headlining
rap artists at past festivals.
“I’ve seen both Kendrick
Lamar and Sheck Wes in concert,

“Having seen Travis [Scott] perform
before, I’ve seen his mentality of
wanting people to mosh, as well as
seeing the violence he pushes for.”
- Natalie Wright
concerts in the past two months,
as well as attending Coachella
ever since she was 10 years old.
Wright explained that though
tragic, she wasn’t surprised by
what occurred on Friday, and
believed that the concert organizer
should be held responsible.
“I wasn’t shocked because
I know how violent concert
culture with rap artists can
be. I think Live Nation should
take accountability for what
happened,” Wright said. “Having
seen Travis [Scott] perform
before, I’ve seen his mentality of
wanting people to mosh, as well
as seeing the violence he pushes
for. If there’s no sense of reform
that will prevent such violent
moshing and raging culture, I

and the crowds have always been
crazier. I’ve been stuffed in huge
mosh pits, where my friend and
I would come out with bruises,”
Wright said. “I feel like for most
rap artists, they try to get the crowd
aroused because seeing them
mosh and seeing the crowd super
excited is almost like validation.”
Camille Abaya, USD senior,
wasn’t at all surprised about
what happened on Friday. She
explained that Travis Scott
was always an artist she knew
she would never want to see.
“I would never ever go to a
Travis Scott concert because of all
the injuries that people withstand
coming out of mosh pits such
as broken ribs, broken arms,
and broken legs,” Abaya said.

When Abaya first found out
about the fatalities and tragic
events at the Astroworld Festival,
she immediately recalled a
similar, traumatic series of events
that happened to her when she
saw rapper ASAP Rocky at the
music festival Camp Flog Gnaw.
In November 2018, Abaya and
a group of friends attended the
festival, and waited at one of the
stages for ASAP Rocky to come
on next. She was separated from
her whole group, until it was just
her and her friend. They were
stuck near the stage when ASAP
Rocky was about to come on.
“The crowd was so insane
that my feet weren’t touching the
ground; I was being moved left
and right beyond my control,”
Abaya explained. “The scariest
part was once ASAP came on, I
started seeing all the way from
the barricade, bodies falling
dominoes on top of each other,
and I began bracing myself
because I knew I was next.”
Abaya graphically described
what
was
going
through
her mind as she became
suffocated by other bodies.
“I honestly thought I was going
to die. People were on top of each
other, scratching and elbowing.
Everyone just wanted to see
ASAP and everyone just wanted
to survive,” Abaya said. “I was on
the ground laying on someone’s
chest while 10 other people were

on top of me. I couldn’t breathe.”
Luckily, a group of guys Abaya
and her friend befriended saw
them struggling and helped pick
them up from the ground. As
soon as they got up, Abaya and
her friend ran to the farthest place
they could to get breathing room.
As an avid concert-goer,
despite her traumatic experience
at Camp Flog Gnaw, and
now being aware of the tragic
events in Houston, Abaya
still plans on attending music
festivals and seeing artists
that
elicit
rowdy
crowds.
“If anything, these events
make me feel like I need to be
more cautious. It’s disappointing
that something as tragic as
what happened in Houston
had to happen for us to realize
that concerts can be very
dangerous,” Abaya said. “I will
personally not go into any pits
that I don’t feel like I’m capable
of getting out of by myself.”
Since Friday’s events, Scott has
agreed to refund all Astroworld
attendees, as well as pay for
funerals for those who passed.
Scott was scheduled to
perform at this weekend’s Nov.
12 through Nov. 14 Day N Vegas
festival, but pulled out after
the Astroworld incident. Day
N Vegas announced that artist
Post Malone will be headlining
the second day of the three day
festival in place of Travis Scott.

USD School of Law’s clinics celebrate 50 years
USD’s legal clinics paved the way to current J.D. education standards

Law from Page 1

alumni,
USD
Law
School
Dean, Robert Schapiro, J.D.,
wrote about the continued
success of the legal clinics in
their
educational
capacity.
“Each year hundreds of
our students participate in
one of our eleven direct clientservice clinics. In aggregate,
the students log almost 20,000
hours and resolve more than
300 cases,” Schapiro wrote.
As the students provide
these critical services, they learn
essential lessons in interviewing,
managing
cases,
advocating
effectively,
and
developing
empathetic relationships with
clients and other actors in the
justice system. The hours are long,
but the work is extraordinarily

fulfilling. In using their skills
to help others in need, our
students may find that their own
lives are transformed as well.”
Schapiro
recognized
the
positive impact these clinics have
on the broader community as well.
“Behind those numbers lie the
stories of hundreds of individuals
who receive access to justice,
whose lives are transformed,
because of the tireless dedication
of our clinical faculty, adjunct
professors,
staff
attorneys,
paralegals, and student interns,”
Schapiro stated. “Without that
commitment, for the vast majority
of the clients, the promise of equal
justice would not be realized.”
Nancy Halliday Ely-Raphel
graduated from the USD School
of Law in 1968. One of two

women in her class, she later
went on to become the third
United States Ambassador to
Slovenia. Looking back on her
education, Ely-Raphel agreed that
legal clinics are an imperative
aspect
of
legal
education.
“I think the legal clinics are
the way to go, one of the most
important lessons you can learn
for practice. The more experience
you get going to the court, and
the more experience you get with
practicing lawyers, I think the
better lawyer you’re going to be. I
think it’s really important to have
these clinics… the more clinics you
have, the better the training for
the students,” Ely-Raphel stated.
The legal clinics’ 50th
anniversary celebration was one
of the first major events hosted by
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the school of law since the COVID19 pandemic began. Other events
like the fifty-year reunion of the
class of 1970, had to be postponed
or celebrated virtually. Schapiro
expressed his excitement to
be celebrating the law school’s
successes
in-person
again.
“In-person alumni events
have been on hold for more than
a year at USD. We are delighted
that the reunions will provide an
opportunity for alumni to return
to campus and reconnect with
each other and their alma mater,”
Shapiro said. “In addition to
honoring our milestone classes,
this year’s reunions symbolize the
law school’s coming back together
again after a period of separationit is a true celebration for us all!”
Each year, USD educates

Editorial – 619.260.4584
Business – 619.260.4714
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Gina Lew - Student Media Advisor
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approximately 800 Juris Doctor
(J.D.) and graduate law students
throughout the United States
and around the world. The law
school is best known for its
offerings in the areas of business
and corporate law, constitutional
law,
intellectual
property,
international and comparative law,
public interest law, and taxation.
USD School of Law is one of
the 84 law schools elected to the
Order of the Coif, a national honor
society for law school graduates.
The law school’s faculty is a
group of scholars and teachers
with national and international
reputations, currently ranked
30th nationally among U.S. law
faculties in scholarly impact.
USD’s School of Law continues
to leave a legacy of excellence.
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The USD Vista
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The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego or of its student body.
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identification purposes, USD identification numbers and writer’s year
must be included in the letter. The USD Vista reserves the right to edit
published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be considered for
publication unless otherwise stated.
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Is it bad that I still listen to Kanye?
The moral dilemma of supporting controversial artists

KATHERINE ELY
CONTRIBUTOR
By now we are all too familiar
with the sinking feeling of
discovering that a favorite artist
of ours has done something
terrible. But, in this internet-age
of “Cancel Culture,” truthful or
not, scandal spreads in a flash.
It has become almost impossible
for those in the spotlight to
hide their private lives, or
questionable pasts, from the
public’s eye. With that in mind,
the debate of whether we can
separate the art from the artist
has never been more timely.
Almost everybody knows the
2017 Oscar-nominated film “Call
Me By Your Name.” Whether
they know it for its renowned
critical acclaim it received that
year or as the film that launched
the beloved Timothée Chalamet’s
career, the film is well known
to many in this day and age.
I often receive questionable
looks when I tell people I have
not seen it. I always meant
to get around to watching it,
but I assumed I would have
my whole life to see it. And
yet, who could have predicted
there would be only a fouryear window for me to do so.
Some might be able to watch
it with blinders on; however, I
will never let myself sit through
two hours and ten minutes of
seeing Armie Hammer’s face
after he was at the center of an
abuse and cannibalism scandal.
In 2020, Hammer was accused
of having a cannibalism fetish
when an anonymous Instagram
account published incriminating
DMs sent from the actor.
For the Armie Hammer abuse
scandal, I personally cannot
separate the two. However, I am
able to do so with other artists.
For example, I happen to love
Woody Allen films. Did he marry
his longtime partner’s adopted
daughter? Yes. Was Allen
the subject of years of public
and legal scrutiny following
allegations of abuse? Yes. Are
his films still arguably some of
the greatest contributions to the
world of cinema? Heck yes. Am I
still going to watch his movies?
Probably, since “Annie Hall”
is one of my all-time favorites.
I know the sordid details and
yet I enjoy his artistry because
I am able to separate his art
from his indecent actions.
First, art is a personal
expression
of
one’s
life
experiences,
beliefs,
and
perspectives. Some of the
best art is created because
the artist imbued their work
with
personal
meaning.

Armie Hammer is best known for his acting in the 2017 movie “Call Me By Your Name.”
              
  Photo courtesy of @cmbynfilm/Instagram

Along with supporting Donald Trump, Kanye West ran his own campaign for the 2020 election.
                  
       Photo courtesy of @kanyewest/Twitter

Artists are often burdened
with experiences of pain, or are
suffering from a bad case of
heartbreak. Others are angry or
confused with the world. Most
are
simply
misunderstood.
Artists
are
complicated
beings.
Distinguishing
the
art from the artist only
presents a problem when the
artist becomes problematic.
Second, it is worth noting the
obvious hypocrisy in this debate.
People will change which side
of the debate they stand on
based on their own tastes and
preferences. In some instances,
people don’t care enough about
the artist or their art to separate
the two. Nobody really listens
to R. Kelly anymore; so, after
being accused of molestation,
and later put on trial for sex
trafficking charges, most people
did not object to refraining
from listening to his music.
Other times, people choose
to ignore the artist’s problematic

history. We remember Chris
Brown
assaulting
Rihanna
in 2009. Yet people continue
to play his music at parties
because it is catchy or popular.
If we are to listen to a
musician, watch an actor
perform, or read a writer’s book,
we need to be conscious of who
they are, what they have done,
and what makes them who they
are before choosing to connect
their character to their art.
One obvious example of this
is Michael Jackson. The ‘King of
Pop’ has been repeatedly accused
of being a pedophile which, in
my book, is as grotesque as it
gets. I wouldn’t suggest that
his actions are excusable by
any means, but what makes
Jackson so complex is that his
life was anything but normal.
Jackson had never known a
life of privacy. His professional
and personal lives were littered
with controversy, allegations,
and judgment, but (like one of

his most famous songs), the
decision to separate the art from
the artist is not simply black
or white. His art has touched
the hearts of so many, and
his signature dance move, the
Moonwalk, is as much a cultural
staple now as it was during
its debut in 1983. Personally,
I detest Michael Jackson as a
person. But every single time that
“Man in the Mirror” comes on, I
can’t help but enjoy its brilliance.
I hold a similar opinion
of Kanye West. West is as
controversial as it comes in
the music and political world,
and is notorious for making
questionable public statements:
his support for Donald Trump
during the 2016 campaign, his
long-standing feud with Taylor
Swift, and the famous Kanye-God
complex, where on numerous
occasions West said he believes
he is God. As a result, Kanye
has lost a lot of his audience.
My point is that we should

think
critically
and
have
all the information about
a person before deciding
whether or not their art is
worth being redeemed. If you
truly care, do your research.
We must understand the
context that surrounds Kanye’s
controversial nature. In 2016,
West was diagnosed with bipolar
disorder, where he experiences
manic episodes followed by
constant paranoia. Since his
diagnosis, West has resisted
all medical treatment. Though
we can question his choice to
refuse help, we cannot blame
West for how he addresses
his condition because it is
simply not our place. Resisting
medication is nothing new, but
because he is a celebrity, there
is a pressure for him to seek
help and keep up appearances.
All celebrities are human at
the end of the day. The difference
between them and everyone else
is that they have a platform,
pressure and a responsibility
to a much larger audience.
Through their art, they are asked
to be vulnerable and share their
self-expression to thousands, if
not millions of people everyday.
Sometimes, there are what
I call the ‘unavoidable nono’s.’ Truthfully, some artists
have a career so prolific and
impactful that their art is
unavoidable when we see it.
For
example,
Harvey
Weinstein is the producer of
hundreds of movies we watch,
sometimes without knowing
it. But if I stopped watching
every time I saw ‘Weinstein
Productions’ appear in the
opening credits, I might as well
stop watching movies altogether.
Ultimately, separating the
art from the artist presents
a sort of moral dilemma. On
the one hand, it is wrong to
support and further an artist’s
career and arguably problematic
to enjoy their work knowing
they have done bad things. On
the other hand, art is fluid. It
speaks to everybody differently
and is extremely personal.
If I like or enjoy the art
produced by someone who I
know did something wrong,
I might not be willing to give
up watching my favorite movie
or listening to my favorite
song. I propose that there is
a common ground between
the two, or at least I hope that
there is some sort of balance of
the two extremes. We need to
acknowledge that the person
has done terrible things, but
we also shouldn’t discredit
everything the artist has done.
Otherwise, there might not be
any art left in the world to enjoy.

The views expressed in the editorial and op-ed sections are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the
University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Should I be convicted for loving true crime?
How the rise in true crime motivates us to fix the criminal justice system

Netflix is one of the many platforms that has an abundance of crime television shows and movies, both fictional and in the form of documentaries.
				
													

MEGAN VALADEZ
ASST. OPINION EDITOR
The true crime genre is driven
by the telling of real, horrifying
events that ruined or ended lives.
Hot take: it is my guilty
pleasure. I’m interested in the
darkest and worst things people
have done – and that’s something
I wish was not true about myself.
This genre is growing and there
is a cultural obsession with it.
Let’s take a step back in the
history of true crime. Hundreds
of years ago, preachers would
give sermons on different kinds
of crimes and their elements,
and how to save one’s soul.
There was always a moral lesson.
Therefore, crime has always
been a sort of public spectacle.
Now, as social creatures
who are able to access and
share information so easily,
everything happens in real-time,
which makes us feel like we
are part of the story. Podcasts,
documentaries, and social media
platforms are at our fingertips
and have helped ignite the genre.
I find that I am always
defending myself for enjoying
true crime because I don’t think
there are that many people that
are interested in it. But, I think
it incorporates more than just
storytelling or raising awareness
– it also speaks to the increasing
distrust
in
government,
society, and law enforcement.
There is an article in The
Guardian by Amelia Tait, where

she writes that true crime can
offer a sense of informal justice.
For example, we may not get
court convictions for cases, but
we get people who are riveted by
these cases and people who want
to start discussions about them.
What I have found is that
the more I delve into this true
crime atmosphere, the more
desensitized I’ve become to
the harm that people actually
experience and the injustices
that so many people feel. True
crime has turned into a “fandom”
which I have found somewhat
troubling. But I also think the
sense of trouble I feel is because
I just want the genre to do as
much good as it possibly can.
There are many deeply
researched
and
reported
true
crime
podcasts
and
documentaries.
But,
there
are also certain situations
where I find true crime to be
problematic, such as true crime
that is exploitative, disrespectful
of the victim, or that provides
no real insight, education,
or information about what
happened or what went wrong.
There are podcasts that sell
t-shirts with the phrase, “Stay
sexy, don’t get murdered,” which
greatly implies that there was
something the victim did and
makes it seem like the incident
was their fault. On the other
hand, “Suspect” is a wonderful
podcast that spends time
doing investigative research
and stands up for victims.
Being obsessed with true

crime also has its downfalls.
Listening to endless podcasts and
watching hours of documentaries
can result in something called
“mean world syndrome.” Mean
world syndrome is a cognitive
bias where people may perceive
the world to be more dangerous
than it actually is, due to the
heavy exposure of violencerelated content on mass media.
But, there is education in
true crime. There is education
we receive within stories we have
never heard of before, and there
is also education that teaches
us how perpetrators operate
and how to keep ourselves safe.
As a woman, I have
always been well aware of my
surroundings, well before I
started getting into true crime.
What I have learned though, is
ways in which I can help others
in case something happens
to me. In the podcast “Crime
Junkie,” the hosts encourage
all people to keep an “If I Go
Missing Folder.” Being the crazy,
self-aware person I am, I created
one. It keeps information
regarding my appearance, such
as my birthmarks, tattoos, scars,
piercings, and even jewelry I
always wear. It has information
on my bank accounts, my
phone
carrier
information,
and social media accounts.
It also says at the bottom of
my “If I Go Missing Folder,” in
bold letters, that I would never
run away voluntarily. I say this
because in almost every single
story I hear on a true crime

podcast, the first thing law
enforcement always says is “She
might have just ran off with some
friends” or “She might have just
ran away from home.” In many
of these stories, law enforcement
tells families they cannot report
someone to be missing after a
day or two waiting period, which
is not true at all. Often, those
first few days are the most crucial
days, as there are still chances
of the victims being alive.
Race also plays a huge
role in true crime. There’s a
phrase in the true crime world,
coined by journalist Gwen Ifill,
called “missing white woman
syndrome.” A lot of the crimes
we hear about on podcasts
and documentaries are crimes
against white women, usually
committed by white men.
In true crime, victimized
white women always “lit up
a room.” But when the story
is about a non-white woman,
such as Indigenous, Black,
or Hispanic women, they are
viewed as being culpable for
what happened to them. This
is extremely reflective of how
this country values different
identities
and
ethnicities,
whether that be a person of
color, an elderly person, or a
person with disabilities. This is
not an issue that is specific to
the true crime genre, but rather
a much broader conversation
about who we value and what
lives matter in this country.
All in all, true crime reflects
society, and if society has all

Megan Valadez/The USD Vista

these biases and awful ways
of representing people, true
crime is going to do the same
unintentionally. It passively
reflects the world we live in.
True crime content makes
it clear how institutions are
failing to get people justice. It
has empowered the average
citizen to understand more
about how things work in
the justice system. We now
have actors telling stories,
including victims’ families and
advocates, as well as defenders.
We need all of these people
in order to understand how
the justice system works and
what needs to be
done to
fix it. This has forced many
listeners to rethink assumptions
about who the system is
for, who
it is benefiting,
and who is losing freedom.
True crime has improved
greatly. Years ago, people
who consumed true crime
just accepted the word of
law enforcement and did not
want to unpack the larger
societal issues and delve into
the brokenness of the system.
We still need to do a lot
more work within the true
crime genre. We need to make
podcasters,
directors,
and
creators work to tell the stories
of all people – regardless of race,
gender, sexuality, disability,
or age – because I can tell you
right now that there are a lot
more people than your average
straight, white woman going
missing or being murdered.

The views expressed in the editorial and op-ed sections are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the
University of San Diego, or its student body.
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How Dr. Juan Rivas is “claiming space”
Dr. Rivas, Ph.D., shares his journey to realizing his identity and his power
JENNIFER BUSTAMANTE
CONTRIBUTOR
Dr. Juan Carlos Rivas
Espinoza, or Dr. Rivas, is
commonly known as J.C. to
friends and students. Dr. Rivas
is the Associate Director at
the Changemaker Hub and
Faculty Advisor for the Center
for Peace and Commerce at
USD. After immigrating to this
new country from the state of
Veracruz in Mexico, Dr. Rivas
learned how to navigate a
world, where, in many spaces,
he was the only person of color.
One of the strategies he used
to navigate these spaces was
transforming his name into his
initials. Today, the only reason he
goes by J.C. is because it makes
it easier for those who can’t
pronounce it. In the classroom,
he is known as Dr. Rivas because
it is important for him to
normalize the idea that someone
with his last name has a Ph.D.
Rivas believes that his name is
one way he can “claim space.”
To understand what it means
for Dr. Rivas to claim space,
one must walk his journey.
The youngest of eight, Juan
Carlos comes from a family of
professionals: his father was
a doctor and his mother was a
chemist. His father was a first
generation college student in
Mexico. Because Dr. Rivas’
siblings were much older than

J.C. encourages changemaking at USD and participates in many social justice initiatives.
Photo courtesy of “Flip the Script”
himself, he grew up surrounded
by a large family. By the time
he was born, his family was
in a different socio-economic
status than before because their
family business was already
established. Consequently, Dr.
Rivas was the only one in his
family to attend a private college.
At 16, he attended a Catholic
retreat 
— something Dr. Rivas
believes changed his entire
trajectory.
This
experience
triggered something in him: the
ability to own his privilege and
realize what he can do for others.
As a result, this “life of service”
that he wanted to pursue, led him
to attempt to be a priest during
his sophomore year of college.
However, he quickly realized
that this was not his calling.
A big influence that led him to
reach a point of self-discovery was
when Dr. Rivas looked inwards
to his personal sentiments.

“When I was 10 years
old I knew I was gay, just
from the way I felt for others,
which was different from
what I heard from my friends’
experiences,” Dr. Rivas said.
Dr. Rivas believes that
every coming out journey is
different. Although his own
journey began the moment
he had his first girlfriend and
realized the experience was
not like everyone else said it
would be. Yet, for him there
were other layers of challenges
like the Catholic Church, which
was such an integral part of his
upbringing. Although he spent
three months in seminary in an
attempt to become a priest, he
ultimately did not follow that
path. This was a turning point
where he started to see the more
complex ways that the church
played a role in also oppressing
the marginalized communities.

This understanding led him
to come out. Up until that
point, in Mexico, he had never
had a boyfriend, he primarily
was in platonic relationships.
After graduating college at
23, he traveled for six years.
He spent this time doing
community service, which Dr.
Rivas notes, was the strongest
influence
in
his
journey.
“Nothing helps you change
more than exposure to people
who are different from you. I was
traveling with 120 people from
20 countries represented and
in that group, there were people
who were completely out and
very comfortable in their journey
as gay individuals and members
of the LGBTQ community,”
Dr. Rivas said. “This allowed
me to be emboldened to then
say it out loud for myself.”
Telling his family on the
other hand took four more

years, something he did in a
very methodical way. Dr. Rivas
first read a book on how to best
come out, and then told his
family members one at a time.
He didn’t want to come out just
to feel free; he explained that he
came out to his family to invite
them to see an aspect of him
that they didn’t know before. It
came from a place of love and
for them to know him better.
Part of the process would
have
included
telling
his
parents, something he never did.
“My parents I never told. My
mom died before I could ever
tell her. She died 20 years ago,
so I never had the chance,” Dr.
Rivas said.“But she’s the one that
asked me [if I was gay] when I
was in high school, I just didn’t
have the courage to tell her.
But she knew. They all knew.”
He now claims space for
himself and others, through his
unique immigrant experience
and journey of self-discovery.
Dr. Rivas also considers himself
a facilitator of learning. With
the Changemaker Hub, he
engages in social change by
helping students effect progress
in their own communities.
“The whole idea of giving back
has never sat well with me,” Dr.
Rivas said. “Because if you think
you need to give back it is because
you already took too much. It’s
about creating the space and the
opportunities for others to also
have access to what everyone has.”

The importance of improv on campus
The value in performing with USD’s improv club

HALEY JACOBS
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR
After a three-semester hiatus,
the USD Improv (improvisation)
Club’s return to campus has
failed to experience the same
student interest and attendance
as pre-pandemic times. The
club is currently on pause due
to low member turnout, but
expectations are higher for next
semester with plans for increased
promotion
and
anticipation
of stronger attendance. For
many, the club brings a unique
joy and creativity to campus.
This
semester,
students
will be missing out on the
frequent shows put on by the
club. Members put their acting
and quick-thinking skills to
the test by giving impromptu
performances based on audience
suggestions. The interactive
shows are a highlight of being
on the team, and the inclusion
of the audience makes for a
memorable night all around.
However, the advantages
of doing improv include more
than just the fun performances.
Emi Doyle, current USD

senior
and
Co-President
of the club, shared her
thoughts on the extensive
benefits
of doing
improv.
“I think improv is super
useful in so many aspects
of life. Whether you need to
think quickly on your feet in an
interview, give an impromptu
speech, or come up with clever
ways to talk to new friends,
being able to think creatively
and quickly is super beneficial,”
Doyle said. “Also, because we
meet during dead hours, it’s a
good way for students to have a
nice break in-between classes. I
know when I’m having a stressful
day, being able to let loose and
laugh for a bit in the middle of
my day is a great stress reliever.”
Not only does improv help
strengthen
communication
skills and provide students with
a break from academic stresses,
but it also serves as a confidence
booster. Practicing impromptu
performing requires learning
to trust your mind and body.
Jason Lowry, USD senior
and the other Co-President
of the club, shared how
improv grew his confidence.
“I think improv has really

Improv club members after a performance in 2019.
Photo courtesy of @usd.improv/Instagram
helped me with being comfortable
in my own body. I think that’s
the main thing,” Lowry said.
“It helps you let yourself go
when in front of a crowd and
teaches you how to relax in those
situations. So it’s been very
beneficial for me in that regard.”
Although
improv
is
important, it is understandable
why the club’s turnout declined
since the return to campus.
Students are still easing back
into the return of constant social
interaction, and the extraversion
and vulnerability demanded by
improv may be too much too soon.
Jacob Bruce, of USD’s
Department of Theatre, is an
experienced improviser and

previous faculty advisor for the
club. He expressed his thoughts on
the club’s low attendance and how
that is related to the pandemic.
“I think that once we get
back into the groove of USD,
people are going to be like ‘well,
what else we got?’ Because
right now, everyone’s doing the
bare minimum, and they’re
still completely overwhelmed,”
Bruce said. “People first need to
feel like humans again, become
humans again, and become
college students again, and I
get why they’re not right now.”
Another aspect of low turnout
is nervousness and the fear of
trying something outside of one’s
comfort zone. Many students

are hesitant to try a rather
vulnerable
and
on-the-spot
activity. However, the mission
of the club is that members
can participate or watch. It’s
encouraged for every member to
move at their own speed without
any pressure or judgement.
Bruce offered his perspective
on overcoming nervousness based
on his experience with improv.
“In improv, the first and most
important goal is to take care of
your teammates,” Bruce said. “If
you’re too busy taking care of
your partner and your partner
is too busy taking care of you,
then no one is going to have time
to feel afraid or self-conscious.”
With students constantly
facing such high academic
pressures, it is important to have
clubs on campus that promote and
inspire creativity. Once students
overcome the post-quarantine
anxieties and first-time nerves
of performing, the improv club
can enjoy its same success from
pre-pandemic life again. Now
more than ever, an improv club
on campus should encourage
students to fit more fun into
their schedules and learn to take
themselves a little less seriously.
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Trader Joe’s best Thanksgiving treats
There is much to be thankful for when it comes to TJ’s

ISABELLA SANCHEZ
ASST. A&C EDITOR

A lot of students can’t wait
to dig into Thanksgiving dinner
– and Trader Joe’s (TJ’s) can’t
wait either. TJ’s is popular for its
seasonal treats for the holidays,
and Thanksgiving is no different.
The grocery store offers an
array of Thanksgiving-themed
food and drink that will hold
everyone over until Turkey Day.
As November rolls around,
it is typical to crave the little
Thanksgiving
fixings
early,
and these treats provide the
comfort
that
comes
with
that iconic dinner spread.
Everything But The
Leftovers Seasoning - $2.29
TJ’s is known for its
“Everything But The Bagel”
seasoning
blend,
so
it
would be shocking if its
Thanksgiving counterpart didn’t
match up.
“Everything
But
The
Leftovers” is the essence of
Thanksgiving with the mix
of spices like sage, rosemary,
thyme, and parsley. And it
can go with any dish – soup,
vegetables, and popcorn (and

Thanksgiving mashed potatoes).
Thanksgiving Stuffing
Seasoned Kettle Chips $2.29
These
chips
do
not
disappoint. They taste exactly
like their namesake and have all
the delicious spices that grace
Thanksgiving stuffing, but on a
chip. For those days where you
can’t stop daydreaming about
turkey, stuffing, and gravy, this
is a go-to. It’s Thanksgiving
dinner in every bite; so grab a
bag quickly before they sell out.
Sparkling Honeycrisp Apple
Juice Beverage - $3.99

The perfect fall beverage.
Photo courtesy of @traderjoesfoodreviews / Instagram

TJ’s popular Thanksgiving Chips.
Photo courtesy of @traderjoesfoodreviews / Instagram

TJ’s “Sparkling Honeycrisp
Apple
Juice
Beverage”
is
equivalent to a sparkling apple
cider, which is essential during
this holiday season. If there
is no time to crack open a
Martinelli’s, the typical cider
dressing
the
Thanksgiving
table, then this beverage should
be the first thing you grab. It
tastes exactly like its name and
is not too sweet or carbonated.
It comes in a pack of four cans
and is perfect for on-the-go.
Gobbler Quesadilla - $4.99
As college students, heatand-eat lunches are usually go-

to’s, so this item is definitely
college-student approved. This
Thanksgiving-themed quesadilla
is filled with turkey, mozzarella,
butternut squash, cranberries
and kale. Lunch or dinner, this
meal is not only super seasonal,
but high in protein to help
power you through the day.

apple chips, cheddar, and pecan
pieces. It also features an apple
vinaigrette. This fall-esque salad
is super delicious and – bonus –
will make you feel better before
stuffing your face with turkey
and pie later in the month.

Harvest Apple Salad Kit $3.99

Thanksgiving dessert never
fails to be the best part of
the meal (besides the turkey,
of course) and TJ’s delivers
with this delicious pumpkin
cobbler. This cobbler consists
of a pumpkin filling with warm
fall spices, like cinnamon and
nutmeg, topped off with a
crumbly streusel. Warm it up
and top with ice cream and
voilà – a delectable dessert just
as good as Grandma’s apple pie.

TJ’s offers another quick
and easy lunch for days when
making food requires too much
effort. This salad kit includes
lots of greens and crisp, dried

A delicious bite of pumpkin cobbler.
Photo courtesy of @traderjoesfoodreviews / Instagram

Pumpkin Cobbler - $4.99

If the daydreams about
Thanksgiving break (and the
turkey that goes with it) are
a little early this year, don’t
fret: Trader Joe’s has everyone
covered. At reasonable prices,
TJ’s
provides
delicious
seasonal treats that are sure
to get you in the holiday spirit.
So, take out a grocery
list and make sure to add
these
Thanksgiving
treats.

The USD Vista staff’s picks: podcasts
Good listens for when you need a change of pace

ABIGAIL CAVIZO

ASST. SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER

Although good music is always
circulating, sometimes listening
to the same songs on repeat can
get old. However, listening to a
podcast has an endless amount
of options. The best part is
arguably the fact that a podcast
can be listened to anywhere.
Whether it’s during the dull
of a day or when performing
mundane tasks such as laundry,
showering,
or
cooking,
a
podcast is the perfect lowmaintenance
entertainment
everyone needs in their lives.
The USD Vista staff put
together their picks for the
must-listen
to
podcasts.
“This Is Important” ft.
Adam Devine, Anders
Holm, Blake Anderson, and
Kyle Newacheck – Haley
Jacob / Assistant Feature
Editor
Haley raves about this
podcast’s comedic timing of
the random topics hosts cover.
“This is Important” features
four best friends and comedians
discussing topics they deem
important and is perfect for
when you need a laugh. The
chemistry between the hosts
grants listeners an escape into
a fun, giggle-filled reality that
will surely get anyone to laugh.

“MOOD” ft. Lauren
Elizabeth – Anna Valalik /
Arts and Culture Editor

“Morbid: A True Crime
Podcast” – Yana Kouretas /
Feature Editor

Each week, business-savvy
Lauren uses her podcast as an
outlet to discuss her different
moods, inviting different guests
to decipher topics such as health,
lifestyle, mental health, and more.
“I love all her guests,
and she always does such
an amazing job interviewing
people because it’s relaxed,
raw, and honest,” Anna said.

This
podcast
is
great
when you’re in the mood for
a light scare, discussing the
real life spooks of true crime.
“Morbid”
deserves
praise
for the hosts’ ability to talk
about true crime stories in an
entertaining and informative
way. For this reason, Yana
said she listens to it everyday.

“This Jungian Life” ft.
Deborah Stewart, Lisa
Marchiano, and Joseph Lee
– Colin Mullaney / Assistant
News Editor
Having done their Jungian
training together, the hosts are
extremely credible when they
discuss topics such as current
events or personal issues
through the psychological lens
by CG Jung. This podcast is
great for anyone wanting a new
perspective, especially those
with an interest in psychology.
“The hosts are extremely
knowledgeable, and it’s all
around very insightful for
understanding
the
world
we live in,” Colin noted.
“Anything Goes” ft. Emma
Chamberlain – Marissa
Esteban / Art Director

Really anything goes on this podcast.
Photo courtesy of Spotify

Chamberlain’s knack for
relatability amidst the social
media age makes her podcast feel
welcoming to anyone. Unlike her
YouTube channel or Instagram,
where it feels more public, this
podcast is her safe haven. From
talking about “poop anxiety” to
discussing “the feminine mold,”
Emma
is
unapologetically
her unfiltered, truest self.
“She’s like an older sister
or friend to come home to
after a long day,” Marissa said.

“Dissect” ft. Cole Cuchna –
Tyler Pugmire / Executive
Editor
For music lovers everywhere,
this podcast is your cup of
tea. Although each season
goes into a different artist’s
album to “dissect” the meaning
behind
each
song,
Tyler
specifically recommends the
third season, which analyzes
“Blonde” by Frank Ocean.
“Welcome to the OC,
B*tches!” ft. Rachel Bilson
and Melinda Clarke – Julia
Sotille / Social Media
Manager

A hilarious comedy podcast.
Photo courtesy of Spotify

Calling all “The OC” fans!
Hosted by former co-stars of
popular 2000s show “The OC,”
Rachel Bilson and Melinda
Clarke’s podcast takes a deep dive
into each episode, sharing behind

the scenes stories and details
that haven’t been heard before.
“The OC is my favorite show
and I rewatch it all the time, so it’s
very interesting and entertaining
to hear more details,” Julia noted.
“How did I get here?” ft.
Jae and Alexa – Mei Flory /
Assistant Arts and Culture
Editor
In this podcast, two recording
Korean Pop artists talk about
their experiences in the music
industry to becoming actual
adults. Mei loves their funny
banter,
giving
appreciation
to their catchphrase: “We
learn new things, but we
don’t come out any smarter.”
“Storytime with Seth
Rogen” ft Seth Rogen –
Katherine Ely / Contributor
Recently, Katherine can’t
get enough of this podcast.
Each week, Rogen asks the
question, “Do you have a great
story? And if you do, will you
tell me about it on my podcast?”
It ignites a fun, storytelling
environment that’s easy to
listen to doing day-to-day tasks.
During day to day tasks,
podcasts can uplift, entertain,
and captivate those who choose to
listen. The Vista staff hopes their
podcast picks enthrall listeners
as much as it enthralls them.
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Explore art galleries around San Diego
A non-traditional activity for all USD students to enjoy

MEI FLORY
ASST. A&C EDITOR

San Diego is known for its
sunny beaches and incredible
hikes, but sometimes it’s nice
to stay indoors or explore the
different areas of this SoCal city.
One unique activity in San Diego
is strolling around art museums
and galleries. They’re the perfect
place to take aesthetic pictures,
learn about history, and feel
connected to this city’s culture.
For avid art fans and
casual viewers alike, here
are some unique galleries
and museums around San
Diego that are worth the trip.
Balboa Park
With over 17 different
museums
and
cultural
institutions,
Balboa
Park
celebrates
the
best
aspects
of
San
Diego.
For those who prefer the
vibes of a more traditional
art museum, the San Diego
Museum of Art includes several
works of art from various
centuries
and
countries.
The
museum
provides
tours and other educational
events and activities, and it also
features temporary exhibitions
in addition to its permanent
collections.
One
of
these
exhibits, ‘Masters of Photograph:
The
Garner
Collection,’
will
open
on
Nov.
20.
The Mingei International
Museum
also
boasts
an
incredible collection of works
from
over
141
countries.
This museum focuses more
on the everyday aspect of art;
Mingei’s mission statement
from the Balboa Park website
incorporates the belief that
“art can happen anywhere.”
The museum currently has
four exhibitions on display.
Additionally,
the
San

The Arts District in Liberty Station, which is close to the USD campus, holds various pottery, textile, and art shops.

Diego
Comic-Con
Museum
is set to open Nov. 26.
The museum will include
exhibits related to popular
culture and an in-person event
will take place on opening day.

Downtown/Gaslamp
Located just south of the
Gaslamp Quarter in Barrio
Logan, the La Bodega Gallery
features art from nearly 30 local

artists, including established
artists
and
newcomers.
The gallery also hosts
workshops and events in support
of the art scene in San Diego.
The Sparks Gallery in
the Gaslamp Quarter also
features art from local artists.
Over 40 artists are exhibited,
with five being represented
by the gallery. The gallery
is home to several talented
muralists and currently has
two exhibitions on display.
In the downtown area on
Kettner Blvd, consider visiting
the Museum of Contemporary
Art
San
Diego
(MCASD).
With five exhibitions on
display and their La Jolla
extension under construction,
the MCASD is a popular
museum
to
explore
for
those who love all art forms.
Admission is free, and all
4,700 works in the museum
were created after 1950. MCASD
also has two online exhibitions.
Honorable Mentions

An external view of the San Diego Art Museum in Balboa Park.
Photo courtesy of Creative Commons

This
list
wouldn’t
be
complete without mentioning
the Arts District in Liberty
Station. From pottery to painting

Letters to Laura

LAURA FRANCESCHI
CONTRIBUTOR

open it to the USD community.
You can ask about anything from
friendships, to dating tips, and
even crazy stories that you want
to share.
Sign your name with a fun
alias and write anonymously to
“Letters to Laura” for my advice
on college survival and life in
general.
Dear Laura,

Date dashes have started up
again and I’m getting stressed
about who I should ask!! Do
you have any advice on who /
how I should go about asking
someone?
Photo courtesy of Laura Franceschi

Hi, my name is Laura, and I
am a USD senior and Psychology
major. I wanted to start this
column for anyone on campus
to write to because I’ve found
myself giving lots of advice to
my friends in day-to-day life,
so I thought it might be fun to

-Dashing for a date
Dear Dashing,
It’s definitely stressful to put
yourself out there like that, but if
you do, you might meet someone
awesome! As for who you should
ask, think about who you would
have the most fun with. Someone

who is down for a good time will
always be a great date. If there
is someone who you want to get
to know better, asking them to a
date dash, or even your formal
would be a great opportunity
as well. If you’re worried about
whether they’ll say yes, phone a
friend to see if they can get any
inside info, too. Finally, when
in doubt, you can always bring
a friend to your date dash, and
you’ll be guaranteed to have a
blast.
Dear Laura,

What should I do if my
friends like my brother more
than me and he’s beginning
to take my spot in the friend
group?
-Bored of my Brother
Dear Bored,
First off, I’ll say that I feel for
you. It’s never a good feeling to
be left out or replaced in a group.

In college, it definitely can take
some time to find friends who
really have your back. If you
think that these are the right
friends, the best thing to do is
be open and honest with them.
Luckily there is no maximum
number of friends that you can
have, so maybe your brother
can be an addition to the friend
group, instead of a replacement
for you. Also, since you had these
friends first, I’m sure they care
about you just as much as they
do your brother. So, I would
suggest having a talk with your
friends about how you’ve been
feeling, so that they make more
of an effort to show you how
much they love you!
Dear Laura,
My question is about friends!
How do I join in with very close
friends, who all live together
when I live alone and without
asking them to include me? :)
-Asking for a friend

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

and textiles, each gallery and
shop within the Arts District
has something for everyone.
For many, the San Diego
Watercolor Society is a fanfavorite location, with new
exhibitions each month and
workshops offered for members
and
non-members
alike.
Workshops also range from
beginner to advanced, and
members can have their art
put on display in the gallery.
Similar to Sparks Gallery
and La Bodega, the Studio Door
in Hillcrest also features work
from several local artists, both
studio and regularly exhibiting.
Instead of first Fridays,
the
hosts
first
Thursday
events
to
celebrate
new
exhibitions
and
shows.
The wonderful thing about
art galleries and museums is that
most of them are free to enter.
The exception to this would be
the San Diego Museum of Art, but
college students get a discount
and pay only $8 for their ticket.
With the end of midterms
and the beginning of the holiday
season,
consider
showing
some love and supporting the
arts in San Diego. It’s well
worth the trip around the city.

Dear Asking,
I think of invites as very
reciprocal – you typically get
more when you give them! I
definitely find myself getting
frustrated though if I feel like my
invites aren’t reciprocated. It’s
definitely important for friends
to put in an equal amount of
effort. If I do find this to be the
case, after I have made an effort
and I’m not getting it in return,
I try to focus on the friends who
make more of an effort with
me. For now, try inviting your
friends to do something, whether
it’s at your place, or somewhere
else. This way, they’ll probably
think to invite you the next time
they’re doing something fun.
Thanks for reading the first
edition of Letters to Laura!
Send in your submissions
anonymously
to
get
your
question answered in the next
issue.
You can find the link in the
@theusdvista instagram bio.
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USD football takes down Eagles
for sixth straight win
The win secures the program’s 11th winning season in a row

MARI OLSON
SPORTS EDITOR
USD football won its sixth
straight game of the season on
Saturday afternoon, taking down
the Morehead State University
Eagles, 10-3.
Head coach, Dale Lindsey,
knew that this would be a tough
matchup for the Toreros.
“This ain’t your daddy’s
Morehead anymore,” Lindsey
said after the game.
USD started the game
off strong with a sack on the
Morehead quarterback, but the
Eagles drew first blood. They
made a successful field goal
attempt with just under five
minutes remaining in the first
quarter, putting the Eagles up
0-3.
However,
junior
kicker,
Brandon Eickert, tied the game
at three with his own field goal
three minutes into the second
quarter.
The Torero defense stepped
up to deny Morehead scoring
opportunities. Senior safety,
Hunter Nichols, and redshirt
senior
defensive
lineman,
Muhindo
Kapapa,
made
important tackles throughout
the game.
First-year
kicker,
Pablo
Tager, attempted a 51-yard field
goal to end the first half, but
the ball went wide left of the
goalpost, keeping the score 3-3
at halftime.
Graduate running back,
Terrence Smith, and senior
running back, Emilio Martinez,

Senior safety, Isaac Haney, made the decisive play to seal the win for the Toreros in his final collegiate home game.
Photo courtesy of USD Athletics Communications

were constantly involved for the
offense, pushing the Toreros
forward inch by inch.
With less than five minutes
to go in the third quarter,
first-year wide receiver, Vance
Jefferson, made a 39-yard catch
to put the Toreros on the oneyard line. Smith ran the ball
into the endzone for the ensuing
touchdown, and Eickert made
the extra point to put the Toreros
up 10-3 with 20 minutes of game
time left.
Morehead found themselves
with a first and goal situation
twice during the game, and the
Torero defense twice denied the
Eagles any points. At the very
end of the third quarter, senior
cornerback, Cassius Johnson,
blocked a desperately needed

18-yard field goal attempt by the
Eagles.
The fourth quarter was a
defensive battle, with possession
going back and forth in the
middle of the field.
However, the Toreros were
eventually
victorious
only
after a controversial call in the
last five seconds of the game
denied Morehead a game-tying
touchdown.
After a strong drive by the
Eagles that started on their
own 12-yard line, the Morehead
quarterback nearly completed a
pass to one of his wide receivers
in the endzone, but senior safety,
Isaac Haney, made the unlikely
interception to deny the tying
score.
The call was controversial:

Morehead fans thought their
receiver made the catch, but the
referees made the decision that
it was a USD interception.
Martinez
described
his
feelings on the sideline as the
play unfolded.
“I was holding my breath to
see what they were going to call,”
Martinez said. “There have been
a lot of controversial calls this
season, I’m just glad we were on
the good side of this one.”
Haney knew that he’d made
the play immediately, but he had
to be sure the referees thought
so too.
“Once I got up, the biggest
thing was selling it,” Haney said.
“I knew I caught it, but I was
afraid of the ref not getting a
good view [of the play].”

As seniors on the team,
the win at home meant a lot to
Haney and Martinez.
“Senior day, my last play at
home, it feels amazing,” Haney
said.
Martinez was still processing
that it was his last home game as
a Torero after the win.
“It’s still surreal. I’m just
thankful for the opportunity to
come here and play football,”
Martinez said.
Jefferson
described
the
impact that the seniors on the
team have had on him.
“I love these guys so much.
They support me so much,”
Jefferson said.
Jefferson is currently the
leading receiver for the Toreros
this season, an impressive feat
for a first-year athlete.
The win on Saturday assured
USD football a winning record
this season, making this their
11th winning season in a row for
the Toreros.
Lindsey,
however,
was
focused on the future.
“Let’s make it 12,” Lindsey
said. But he admitted, “I think
it speaks highly of the team and
the coaches.”
This was the last game at
home for 18 seniors on the
football team, many of whom
have played for USD for five
years.
Lindsey knows they have had
a huge impact on the team.
“Every year you lose a bunch
of good guys, but this crew has
really left their mark on the
team,” Lindsey said. “We’re
gonna miss them.”

Weekly Recap

Fall teams close out regular season; Holmgren is ITA champion
MARI OLSON
SPORTS EDITOR
University of San Diego
tennis players competed in
their Fall Nationals event this
weekend, while men’s soccer,
women’s soccer, and football all
played their final home games
of the regular season. Find your
favorite team below to see how
everyone fared.
Tennis
USD men’s and women’s
tennis each sent an athlete
to the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association (ITA) Fall Nationals
this season, played Nov. 4
through Nov. 7 at San Diego’s
own Barnes Tennis Center.
Redshirt
senior,
August

Holmgren, and sophomore,
Abigail Desiatnikov, competed
in the singles events at the
culmination event for the
National
College
Athletic
Association (NCAA) fall tennis
season. Holmgren was ranked
no. 3 entering the tournament.
Desiatnikov won her firstround match, 7-5, 6-3, but was
defeated 7-5, 6-2 in the round
of 16 by Ohio State University
junior, Irina Cantos.
Holmgren won his firstround
and
second
round
matchups, beating University of
Virginia sophomore, Jeffrey von
der Schulenburg, and University
of Mississippi senior, Finn
Reynolds in two sets each.
On
Friday,
Holmgren’s
quarterfinal
opponent
was
University of Oklahoma senior,
Mason Beiler. Holmgren already

beat Beiler this season, winning
in two sets against the senior
at the ITA Men’s All-American
tournament in early October.
Once again, Holmgren beat
Beiler, defeating the player in
two sets to continue his march
through the tournament.
Holmgren’s
semi-final
opponent was the no. 1 ranked
University of Washington junior,
Clement Chidekh. In the match
on Saturday morning, Holmgren
upset Chidekh 6-0, 1-6, 6-3 to
secure a spot in the final.
Holmgren played Stanford’s
no. 2 ranked sophomore, Arthur
Fery, in the final. After a highly
competitive match, and in front
of a crowd full of USD fans,
Holmgren came out on top,
beating the Cardinal 7-5, 4-6, 7-5
to become the ITA Fall National
Champion for 2021.

Keep an eye out for Holmgren
and the rest of the men’s and
women’s tennis teams this
spring as they begin to compete
in conference play.
Women’s soccer
Women’s soccer played their
final home game of the season
on Wednesday, Nov. 3, taking on
the Saint Mary’s College (SMC)
Gaels at home. The Toreros fell
0-3 this match.
Saint Mary’s scored in the
18th minute to make the score
0-1 at halftime.
The Toreros couldn’t keep
the Gaels out in the second half,
and Saint Mary’s scored twice, in
the 49th and 84th minutes, for a
final score of 0-3.
SMC had 21 shots to USD’s
five. Junior forwards, Bekah

Valdez and Delaney Jannone,
each had a shot on target for the
Toreros, but it wasn’t enough to
boost the team to a win.
USD women’s soccer played
their final game of the 2021
regular season on Saturday,
Nov. 6, taking on the University
of San Francisco Dons in the Bay
Area.
The Dons defeated the
Toreros by a score of 0-3. Three
first half goals by USF – two of
which were scored less than a
minute apart – put the Toreros
into a deficit they couldn’t
overcome through the rest of the
game.
Women’s soccer ended their
2021 season with an overall
record of 6-11-1, and a West
Coast Conference (WCC) record
of 1-7-1.

See Weekly Recap, Page 12
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A win is not given, it’s earned:
a Torero tradition
Volleyball nears NCAA tournament; a closer look at their culture of winning

JAREK MORGAN
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
Any coach can claim that
they know how to win, or that
they know how to get the best
out of their players. Any coach
can brag about their resume
with conference championships,
national titles, All-American
players, and the like. But it
takes a better coach than most
to create a perpetually winning
atmosphere
surrounding
a
program.
To say that USD volleyball
has a culture of winning under
the tutelage of head coach
Jennifer Petrie and staff would
be an understatement.
The accolades for Petrie and
her crew continue to grow with
each passing year. Her 427155 overall record emphasizes
a Torero program that has 11
straight
NCAA
tournament
appearances and has advanced
to four Sweet 16 matchups, most
recently in 2018. Petrie was
named “West Coast Conference
(WCC) Coach of the Year” six
times (2004, 2008, 2010, 2013,
2017, and 2019), and was named
“Pacific South Region Coach
of the Year” by the American
Volleyball Coaches Association
(AVCA) in 2013 and 2017.
According to Petrie, this
year’s team is continuing to
build on that culture of success
that has come before them.
“My job is easy because
these girls all hold themselves
accountable,” Petrie said. “This
year especially, I see no one on

Weekly Recap from Page 11
Men’s soccer
USD men’s soccer also
played their final home game
of the season on Friday night,
but lost to the University of the
Pacific (UOP) Tigers 1-2.
The Toreros left everything
on the field but couldn’t find a
way to mark the end of the 2021
home season with a win.
After an end-to-end first half
which saw the Toreros attempt
eight shots and force two saves
by UOP’s senior goalkeeper, Eric
Cotton, the Tigers found a goal
in the 40th minute to put them
ahead 0-1.
UOP started the second half
strong, scoring a second goal
almost immediately back from
the break.
The Toreros continued to
fight for a comeback. Sophomore
midfielder, Ross Johnstone, and
first-year forward, Luke Pardoe,
had shots rebound off the
crossbar and the post.
Finally,
junior
forward,
Mason Tunbridge, slotted the

COMING UP
THIS WEEK

No. 20 ranked USD volleyball celebrates a tough point in their quest to be the best in the WCC.
Photo courtesy of USD Athletics Communications

this team believes they are better
than the other. From seniors
to freshmen, all are treated
equally.”
Petrie’s guidance produced
a steady stream of athletic and
academic achievements for her
athletes. In Petrie’s 23 years as
head coach at USD, the Toreros
have dominated the WCC
postseason awards, including:
nine “Players of the Year,”
four “Defenders of the Year,”
one “Setter of the Year,” nine
“Freshmen of the Year,” and 51
All-WCC first team members.
A lot goes into sustaining a
winning program year in and
year out, and this season is no
different.
Currently
ranked
no. 20 in the AVCA polls, with
a record of 17-4, this team is

pushing themselves harder than
ever before.
The conditioning program
that takes place every summer
during the preseason helped this
team reach an elite level of play.
It can also make the difference
in winning matches when it’s
late in the fifth set and both
teams are exhausted and looking
for an edge to push through.
This proved true most recently
when the Toreros stormed back
to beat Loyola Marymount
University after going down two
sets. The Toreros showed true
grit, winning the final three sets
to defeat the Lions on Oct. 16.
Petrie
mentioned
that
this year’s team is more selfsufficient, requiring less onhands coaching and direction.

ball into the Tigers’ net in the
57th minute to make the score
1-2.
USD couldn’t get an equalizer,
although they attempted 19 shots
over the course of the game, and
the score remained 1-2 to UOP at
full time.
Men’s soccer will play their
final game of the regular season
at Saint Mary’s College on
Saturday, Nov. 13.

Junior setter, Isadora Terçariol,
also put on a show in Portland,
leading USD in both assists, with
33, and digs, with 12.
The volleyball team continued
their Pacific Northwest road trip
in Spokane, Washington, on
Saturday afternoon, taking on
Gonzaga University. USD has
never lost to the Bulldogs.
That streak continued this
weekend, as the Toreros won
3-1. USD dropped the third set
to the Bulldogs, 25-20, but came
right back in the fourth set to
seal the win.
Senior outside hitter, Katie
Lukes, set a new career-high for
kills during the match, with 27.
USD volleyball is now 12-1
in conference play this season
with five games left to play.
This weekend the Toreros
take Pepperdine University,
back home in the Jenny Craig
Pavilion, on Saturday, Nov. 13.
USD’s final conference game will
be a tough matchup against no.
6 Brigham Young University on
Tuesday, Nov. 23 at the Jenny
Craig Pavilion.

Volleyball
The USD volleyball team
continued to dominate their
WCC play this weekend as
the Toreros steamrolled the
University of Portland (UP) away
on Thursday night, winning in
straight sets.
USD won 25-18, 25-21, 25-14
to make their conference record
10-1. They were better than UP
in kills, assists, aces, blocks, and
points across the three sets.
Junior outside hitter, Grace
Frohling, was the outlying leader
in kills for the match, coming
up with 19 kills for the Toreros.

USD WBB @ Washington
Friday, Nov. 12
7 p.m.
Seattle, WA

This culture is proof that Petrie
is in-tune with the heart of what
makes a team successful, and
this has been the hallmark of
her leadership and the Toreros’
sustained success.
This portion of the season
is best described as “crunch
time,” a place that the Toreros
have become very accustomed
to. This familiarity provides
a sense of comfort that coach
Petrie and her staff leverage to
encourage their team to believe
in themselves.
“We are preparing to finish
stronger than ever,” Petrie said.
“Our goal is to continue to get
better each day, and I’m happy
to see our success. At the end
of the year you really have to
focus so that you can have that

USD VB vs. Pepperdine
Saturday, Nov. 13
12 p.m.
Jenny Craig Pavilion

momentum heading into your
final regular season games and
hopefully preparing for the
tournament.”
With only six regular season
matches remaining, the team
is looking to gain momentum
heading into the postseason, with
an opportunity for revenge in
their final game against Brigham
Young University on Nov. 23 at
the Jenny Craig Pavilion. The
Cougars took down the Toreros
in straight sets three weeks ago,
so victory would be sweet to cap
another stellar season.
There’s a reason that certain
teams in certain sports are
traditional powerhouses. They
all have something in common:
a “culture of excellence.” The
New England Patriots, the New
York Yankees, the Los Angeles
Lakers, to name just a few, are
all teams that also famously
leveraged such a culture. They
all have it. They all expect to
win day in and day out. They
work hard, they take pride in
what they do, and they are never
satisfied with where they’re at.
Those attributes lead to a culture
of excellence. This is something
that the USD volleyball program
embodies and is the root of why
their success is so consistent,
showing no signs of slowing
down in the future, particularly
under the guidance of coach
Petrie.
The Toreros will be back
on the court Nov. 11 against
Loyola Marymount University
where they look to improve on
their quest to bring a title to the
trophy room in the JCP.

USD WROW @ Fall Classic
Sunday, Nov. 14
7:45 a.m.
Mission Bay
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